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If you give yourself 
to the hungry



If you give yourself to the hungry,

   and satisfy the needs of the oppressed;

Then your light will rise in the darkness,

   and your night will become like the noonday.

Is not this the kind of fasting

   the Lord has chosen?

--- Isaiah 58:10,6
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TBM Today, winter 2024
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FBP Valley Mission Trip, Oct 2023
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06 The attached article is bragging on Iglesia Bautista Horeb in Brownsville and its new 
community center. That is the building FBP built last fall! The more I reflect on FBP's Valley 
Mission Trip, I increasingly understand how miraculous the entire enterprise is! Installing 
insulation, sheet rock, tape-and-bed, lights, switches, outlets, doors, plumbing, water 
heater, sinks, toilets, HVAC, cabinets, caulk, and paint can be done piecemeal by volunteers 
and professionals as available. But what we do requires: enormous project management, a 
few domain gurus, and an army of brain and brawn capable of receiving limited instruction 
and following through with resourcefulness and tenacity. After 5 days of blitzkrieg, the 
building is ready to provide form, function, and security until the amenities are added.

The singular capability and capacity of Mike and our team reminds me of a quote from the 
movie "Patton":

This is where it pays off, the training and the discipline. No other outfit in the world 
could pull out of a winter battle, move a hundred miles, go into a major attack ... God, 
I'm proud of these men!

When this generation passes, I am hard-pressed to imagine a comparable collection of 
talent, availability, and commitment at a single church (and its social network) replacing it.



If you give yourself to the hungry,

   and satisfy the needs of the oppressed;

Then your light will rise in the darkness,
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Exhortation … 
a call to arms



08 How can we exhort without being “in your face”?
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resourcefulness
and

tenacity?

Exhortation
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availability 
and 

commitment?

Exhortation
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talent?

Exhortation



1. Service

2. Building a cathedral

3. Establishing a beachhead
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13 St Paul’s Cathedral



In rebuilding London’s St Paul’s Cathedral, the 
architect asked 3 bricklayers what they were doing:

1. “I’m a bricklayer.  I’m laying brick.”

2. “I’m a builder.  I’m building a wall.”

3. “I’m building a cathedral to The Almighty.”
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Let’s build a cathedral this week!



15 … and understand: it is a beachhead for God’s Kingdom



16 … and understand: it is a beachhead for God’s Kingdom



17 Just for fun

Who are: the hungry, or oppressed, or less fortunate?



18 Just for fun
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Exhortation … 
a call to arms
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